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WARRANTY DEED

Toby J. Johnson and Marie E. Johnson,~ husband and wife,

GRANTOR(S), of Sheridan County, State of Wy‘ommg, for and in consideration
of Ten ($10.00) and more Dollars, in hand paid, receipt whereof is hereby

acknowledged, do(es) hereby CONVEY and WARRANT to the GRANTEE(S),

John F. Ori, a married man as his sole and seplarate property, whose address

is 1571 Stanford Road, Gulf Breeze, FL 32563 the following described real
estate, situate in Sheridan County and State of Wyomlng, hereby releasing and
waiving all rights under and by virtue of the homestead exemption laws of the

State, to-wit:

-
T56N, R81W, 6" P.M., Sheridan County, Wyoming

Section 19: W1/2NE1/4, SE1/4NE1/4, E1/2NW1/4, NE1/4SW1/4,
N1/2SE1/4 and Lots 1,2 and 3
Section 20: SW1/4NW1/4

TS6N, R82W, 6™ P. M., Sheridan County, Wyoming
Section 24: E1/2NE1/4

Together with all improvements situate thereon and all appurtenances
thereunto appertaining or belonging.

RESERVING unto the Grantors herein one-half of all minerals owned
by Grantors, including but not limited to oil jand gas together with the
right to enter upon the surface to explore for and extract the same,
subject to reasonable compensation to the surface owner ‘for resulting
damage thereto. '

Subject to all exceptions, reservations, rights-of-way, easements,
covenants, restrictions, and rights of record and subject to any state of
facts which would be disclosed by an accurate survey or physical
inspection of the premises and subject to building and zoning
regulations and city, state and county subdivision laws.

- WITNESS our hand(s) this_/ & _day of March, 2006.

- 4,Q CJMQMM

Toby 1. J/fhnso& \

Som

Marie E. J
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State of Wyoming )
' ss
County of Sheridan )

The foregoing instrument was aéknowledged before me by Toby J. Johnson
and Marie E. Johnson, this |\ day of March, 2006.

Witness my hand and official seal.

€. DOLZADELL! - NOTARY PUBLIC .
o y ”‘.Té'"
Sheridan ‘\g_ﬂ“ Q
My Commisslon Expires Aprl 02, 2007 )

Notary Pule

My Commission Expires: l/\ = 2; O’)
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STATE OF WYOMING ) IN THE DISTRICT COURT
) ss:

COUNTY OF SHERIDAN ) FOURTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT

Probate No. 2022-146
IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE

)
) Mo,
) Distriet Court Sheridan Comity Wyoming,.
OF HARRY SEARS, AKA )
HARRY W. SEARS ) MAR 1 4 2023
) nene Botten Ciek
Deceased. ) < Shella Drell Dieputy

DECREE OF SUMMARY DISTRIBUTION OF REAL PROPERTY

THIS MATTER, having come before the Court in a Verified Application Pursuant to
W.S. § 2-1-205 for Decree of Summary Distribution of Real Property filed by Petitioner, John F.
Ori, a distributee of Harry Sears, aka‘Harry W. Sears, (hereinafter referred to as “Decedent”),
deceased, by and through his undersigned attorney Rio D. Smith of WSH Law, P.C.

Pursuant to the Notice of Probate, notice of probate was published once a week for a
period of two (2) consecutive weeks in the Sheridan Press, a newspaper of general circulation
in Sheridan County, Wyoming, notifying the public of the intent to admit probate
proceedings in this State for the Estate of Decedent. Notice was first published January 4,
2023 and the publisher’s affidavit of publication has been submitted to the Court. The
deadline for filing objections has passed.

The Court, having reviewed the matter and filings herein, makes the following
findings of facts:

1. Decedent died testate on March 2, 1994 in Pierce County, Washington.

2, More than thirty (30) days have elapsed since the death of the Decedent.
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3. No application for appointment of personal representative is pending or has
been granted in any jurisdiction in Wyoming,

4. Decedent’s estate has not been fully administered and probated in Wyoming,.

5. Decedent’s estate has been duly probated and settled before the Superior Court
of Washington for Pierce County, Case No. 94-4-00504-1.

6. However, distribution of.the Wyoming property was not contained within the
Washington Probate Decree.

7. At the time of his death, Decedent owned an undivided one-half (1/2) interest
in the following lands located in Sheridan County (“Subject Lands”):

Township 56 North, Range 81 West, 6th P.M,

Section19: W ANEVs, SEVANEYs, EYaNWVi, NEVSSWYs, N¥SEYs, and Lots 1, 2, and 3
Section 20; SWVANWYa

Township 56 North, Range 82 West, 6th P.M.
Section 24: EY2NEY:

8. J. Scott Crosby and Valerie Crosby of Crosby Analytics, LLC, who have nolegal
interest in the Decedent’s estate, appraised the real property interests.

9. The appraisal indicates that the value of the Subject Lands as of Decedent’s
date of death is Seventy-Two Thousand and No/100 Dollars ($72,000.00).

10.  The value of the entire Estate of the Decedent does not exceed Two Hundred
Thousand Dollars ($200,000.00).

11. At the time of Decedent’s death, Decedent was married and was by survived
his wife, Erna Sears.

12. At the time of Decedent’s death, title to the Subject Lands was held as follows:

o Decedent—undivided one-half (1/2) interest; and
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e Decedent and Frna D. Sears, husband and wife, as tenants by the
entireties with full right of survivorship—undivided one-half (1/2)
interest.

13.  According to the Last Will and Testament of Harry Sears, all of the property
owned by Harry Sears went to his wife, Erna Sears,

14. In an Affidavit of Survivorship, dated June 29, 1994 and recorded in Book 369
at page 501, Erna D. Sears, as affiant, provided notice of Decedent’s death, which vested Erna
D. Sears with an undivided one-half (1/2) interest in the Subject Lands that she held as
tenants by the entirety with Decedent.

15.  However, in paragraph 6 of the Affidavit of Survivorship, Erna D. Sears
incorrectly states that she owns all right, title, and interest of Decedent in the Subject Lands
and title vested in her at the time of Decedent’s death.

16. At the time of Decedent’s death, Erna D. Sears succeeded to an undivided one-
half (1/2) record title interest that she held as tenants by entirety with the Decedent and an
undivided one-half (1/2) equitable title interest that was entirely in the name of Decedent,
which could become record title subject to confirmation through probate.

17.  Pollowing Decedent’s death, Erna D. Sears purported to convey all right, title,
and interest in the Subject Lands through the following conveyances:

a. InaWarranty Deed, dated February 13, 1998 and recorded in Book 391 at page
104, Erna D. Sears conveyed the Subject Lands to William J. Creske.

b. Ina Warranty Deed, dated October 27, 1999 and recorded in Book 410 at page
7, William ]. Creske conveyed the Subject Lands to Toby ]. Johnson and Marie

E. Johnson, husband and wife, as tenants by the entirety.
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¢. In a Warranty Deed, dated March 16, 2006 and recorded in Book 472 at page
739, Toby J. Johnson and Marie E. Johnson, husband and wife, conveyed the
Subject Lands to John F. Ori, a married man as his sole and separate property.

18.  Through the Affidavit of Survivorship and conveyances described above,
Petitioner has acquired all of Decedent’s interest in the Subject Lands.

19.  Petitioner is a distributee pursuant as defined in WYO. STAT. § 2-1-209. The
definition of distributee includes any person who is a successor in interest to the decedent as
an heir, beneficiary, through the intervening estates of the decedent’s heirs, beneficiaries,
successors or assigns, or through an established record of ownership.

20. Therefore, Petitioner has standing under WYO. STAT. § 2-1-209 to petition for
summary distribution probate and is allowed to petition for distribution of Decedent’s
property in a Decree of Distribution.

21.  Jurisdiction and venue are proper in this Court, as the property of Decedent is
situated in Sheridan County, Wyoming,

22.  Decedent did not receive medical assistance pursuant to WYoO, STAT. §42-4-101
through 42-4-114 and there are no known creditors of the Estate.

23.  The purpose of this proceeding is to set over all of the right, title and interest
of the Decedent in the Subject Lands to Petitioner.

24.  Summary Decree of Distribution is proper in this case pursuant to WYO, STAT.
§ 2-1-205.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that the real property interests located in Sheridan
County, Wyoming, owned by the Estate of Hatry Sears, aka Harry W. Sears is hereby

distributed to John F. Ori.
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[T IS FURTHER ORDERED that a certified copy of this Decree of Summary Distribution
shall be filed in the Sheridan County Clerk’s Office. Upon recording of the decree, the decree
and the record hereof shall be presumptive evidence of title to the property held by the
distributee listed above.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the Estate of Harry Sears, aka Harry W. Sears has

been fully distributed and is now closed.

DATED this /£ day of/;}/; o 2o , 2023

Honorable Darci A.V. Phillips
District Court Judge

Copies to: Rio D. Smith

NO. 2023-784627 DECREE OF DISTRIBUTION
EDA SCHUNK THOMPSON, SHERIDAN COUNTY CLERK
Cowboy State Title, LLC 508 W 27th St

Cheyenne WY 82001-3031
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